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A thinking routine for identifying prior knowledge and then building on it to extend thinking and wondering
A topic is shared; then participants are then invited to 

• To share what they currently understand or know about the topic 

• Participants then do some research or inquiring into the topic, making note of how their ideas are changing or 
growing and eliminating any misconceptions

• Finally participants are asked to share what these new ideas have left them wondering about and what questions 
they might ask next, thus showing that learning is continuous.

An extension question might be ‘So What?” now that you know all of this, what does it make possible? This can be the 
step that leads to action taking.
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P R I O R  K N O W L E D G E  - S h a r e s  k n o w n  
i d e a s  a n d  m a k e s  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  
c o n n e c t i o n s . . .

D E V E LO P I N G   N E W  I D E A S  - S h a r e s  
n e w l y  d e v e l o p i n g  i d e a s  a n d  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .
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M I S C O N C E P T I O N S  – I d e n t i f y  a n d  ‘ h i t  
d e l e t e ’  o n  a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s

N E W  Q U E S T I O N S  a n d  WO N D E R I N G S -
B e g i n n i n g  t o  s h a r e  w o n d e r i n g s  a b o u t  
n e w  i d e a s  b e i n g  g e n e r a t e d
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T R A N S F E R I N G  K N O W L E D G E  N o w  t h a t  I  
k n o w  t h i s ,  w h a t  d o e s  i t  h e l p  m e  d o  i n  
t h e  r e a l  w o r l d ?
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ReflectionE

N

Th i s  re sou rce  i s  a  v i s ua l  repre sen ta t i on  o f  t he  ‘ I  u sed  to  t h i n k ,  Now I  t h i n k .  Th i s  
rou t i ne  he lp s  s t uden t s  re f l ec t  on  t he  changes  i n  t he i r  own  t h i n k i ng  abou t  a  pa r t i cu la r  
top i c  o r  concep t .  I t  i s  a  good  rou t i ne  to  fo r  e xam in i ng  m i sconcep t i on s  

• Iden t i f y  wha t  was  known  or  be l i eved  

• Deve lop  awarenes s  t ha t  i dea s  change  a s  new i n fo rma t i on ,  pe rspec t i ve s  and  be l i e fs  

a re  exam ined .

• Become a  t hough t fu l  and  i n fo rmed  t h i n ke r

• Be  open  to  t he  pos s i b i l i t y  t ha t  i dea s  w i l l  change  and  deve lop
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