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BeConWiz      CREATING THINKERS

Teaching resources that move Beyond Conventional Wisdom.

Our resources are designed to support learners choice, voice and agency. The resources are ideal for all teaching styles, but particularly suited to inquiry (constructivist) teaching.

Our aim is to move beyond conventional teaching tools, consultancy and training by creating tailored resources, strategies and training opportunities that enable teachers/parents to 
implement supportive, differentiated, challenging and innovative learning experiences.

Aim: To support all members of a learning community to explore where choice and agency exist in a 

shared learning space.

Included in the resource:  
• Explanation of the big ideas about agency for teachers/parents

• Three open-inquiry posters about ‘agency’s’ big ideas

• Three guided (pre-constructed) posters about ‘agency’s’ big ideas

• Explanation of the big ideas for each of the target areas for sites of agency for teachers/parents

• Six open-inquiry posters about sites of agency

• Six guided (pre-constructed) posters about ‘sites of agency

• Six ‘ideas for use’ for each sites of agency target areas 

AGENCY IN LEARNING

WHO CAN? YOU CAN...

http://beconwiz.com
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AGENCY RESOURCES
Exploring the WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW of agency in 
learning
Three posters giving you and your class an overview or background about what 
agency in a learning community could look l ike.

These versions of the three posters have ideas and information based on 
experience and research about the current thoughts on scaffolding agency in a 
learning community. The ideas have been broken down as much as possible and 
can either be used to provoke discussions in staff collaborations to develop an 
agreed view of how agency might be defined in each school setting. Or they can 
be used as classroom discussion as a prompt to begin a class discussion on what 
the learning community thinks agency might be.

These versions of the three posters have images and headings that can be used 
as a starting point for any learning community or staff to add and develop their 
own ideas based on their own experience, perspectives and understanding. These 
are useful for a more open forum for inquiry into agency.
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AGENCY
Having agency, means you are an active and responsible agent 
in your own learning.

It means you get to share your ideas, make choices and own 
your learning. 

It means that you are supported in having the power to take 
thoughtful and deliberate actions that affect your own and 
others learning.

Having agency means 
• Having a voice in your learning community

• Having choice in your learning community

• Having ownership of your learning and your choices
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AGENCY
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Voice + Choice + Ownership = Agency

VOICE means being allowed and encouraged to share 
ideas that will influence the learning community

CHOICE means being allowed to make useful choices 
that will impact on your own and others’ learning

OWNERSHIP means being responsible and thoughtful 
in your decision-making; it means reflecting and being 
supported to have ‘response- ability’ 

Having agency, means you are an active, response-
abled agent in your own learning.
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Voice + Choice + Ownership = Agency

VOICE is

CHOICE is

OWNERSHIP means 

Having agency, means…
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RESPONSE-ABILITY 
The ability to respond

Being responsible is about being able to respond, to have the 
skills, knowledge and understandings that help you understand 
the consequences of a choice.

If you have rights, then you also have responsibilities, you 
need support and encouragement to test out choice-making 
ideas so that you learn to be responsible, that is to have the 
ability to respond.
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RESPONSE-ABILITY 
The ability to respond

Being response-abled means…
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There are posters connected to the different aspects of agency in a 
learning community.

WHO WHY

WHERE WHEN

WHAT HOW
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Each one of the aspects of agency about learning has two poster versions.

There wil l be a version l ike this that 
has a picture prompt and a guiding 
question. 

There wil l be a version l ike this that has a picture 

prompt and a leading question and three more 
specific questions about the choice, voice and 
responsibi l ity aspect of agency.

Ideas for use –open inquiry: Display these posters in the classrooms and as learning 

develops over time, use reflection to add the sites of agency learners have discovered 
they have in relation to each area. E.g . I can choose my own reading buddy, I can choose 
where I sit to learn, I can choose what learning tools I need, etc. learners can then refer 
to these reflections to help them make future decisions

Ideas for use- more guided inquiry: Display these posters in the classrooms then before 
a lesson or inquiry starts, work as a learning community to col laboratively construct a 
l ist of choices avai lable thus making visible what sites of agency there are in any given 
learning task. This wil l also involve l isting the responsibi l it ies that sit alongside the sites 
of agency.
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Remember to share and make 
visible any non-negotiables with the 
learners, don’t try and covertly 
move them to a position you are 
hoping for or that the home/school 
requires of you and them; learners 
aren’t sil ly they can spot this game 
a mile a way and will disengage 
very quickly.

IMPORTANT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PARENTS/TEACHERS
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Each one of the aspects of agency has a page (or two) with ideas and 
suggestions how teachers/parents might find, think about or make available 
spaces for agency in the learning community.
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Do you have any choices about WHO you learn with?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Do you have any choices about WHO you learn 
with?

What  i deas  do  you  have  about  the  peop l e  you  l i ke  to  l earn  w i th?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  l i ke  to  be  ab l e  to  make  about  the  peop l e  
you  get  to  l earn  and  work  w i th?

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  choos i ng  who  you  work  
w i th?  

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas for teachers/parents about agency and the 
WHO of learning

• Look  fo r  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  when  l e a r ne r s  c o u l d  h a ve  a  c ho i c e  a nd  vo i c e  
i n  g ro up i n g  s i t u at i o n s

• Have  a  f l e x i b l e  s eat i n g  s i t u at i o n  r at he r  t h a n  d e s i g n ated  s eat s  s o  
l e a r ne r s  c a n  c ha nge  a nd  move  a c co rd i n g  to  n eed ,  i nte re st  a nd  
l e a r n i n g  ta s k  d emand s

• Prov i d e  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to  r ef l e ct  o n  what  make s  a  g ood  
l e a r n i n g  b uddy  i n  d i ffe rent  s i t u at i o n s

• Be  p repared  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to  make  m i sta ke s  a nd  d i s c ove r  
o ppo rt u n i t i e s  by  l et t i n g  t h em  make  c ho i c e s  a bou t  who  t h ey  l e a r n  
w i t h

• Re s pect  a nd  va l u e  t h e  l e a r ne r s  who  p refer  s o l o  l e a r n i n g  s pace s ,  
f i n d  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  fo r  t h em  to  g et  r e l i ef  from  g roup  o r  pa i r ed  
work

• Ask  t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  h e l p  d e ve l o p  a nd  s h a re  g ro up i n g  st rateg i e s  fo r  
d i ffe rent  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s  a nd  f i n d  a  way  to  s u ppo rt  you r s e l f  i f  t h i s  
move s  you  o u t  o f  you r  c omfort  z o ne .  R emember  a l l  l e a r n i n g  
o ppo rt u n i t i e s ,  e ve n  t h o s e  t h at  d o n ’ t  work  s o  we l l ,  p r ov i d e  
po s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  e x p l o r i n g  a nd  r ef l e ct i n g  o n  c ho i c e  mak i n g
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Do you have any choices about WHEN you do 
different parts of your learning?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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What  i deas  do  you  have  about  how you  can  organ i se  your  
l earn i ng  t ime?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  l i ke  to  be  ab l e  to  make  about  when  you  
do  d i fferent  parts  of  your  l earn i ng?

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  organ i s i ng  your  l earn i ng  
t ime?

Do you have any choices about WHEN you do 
different parts of your learning?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas for teachers/parents about agency and the 
WHEN of learn ing
• Look  fo r  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  when  l e a r ne r s  c o u l d  h a ve  a  c ho i c e  a nd  

vo i c e  h ow  t hey  o rgan i z e  t h e i r  t ime  fo r  ta s k s

• Have  f l e x i b l e  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to  c hoo s e  what  l e a r n i n g  
cy c l e /p roce s s  t h ey  u s e  ( e . g .  r ef l e ct i n g  f i r st,  t h e n  te st i n g ,  t h e n  
r e co rd i n g :  OR  te st i n g  a nd  i d ea ,  t h e n  r ef l e ct i n g ,  t h e n  r e co rd i n g )

• Prov i d e  o ppo rt u n i t i e s  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to  r ef l e ct  what  st r ateg i e s  a nd  
o rder  o f  p roce s s e s  b e st  h e l p  t h em  manage  a nd  u nder sta nd  t h e i r  
l e a r n i n g  i n  d i ffe rent  s i t u at i o n s

• Be  p repared  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to  make  m i sta ke s  a nd  d i s c ove r  n ew  
opport u n i t i e s  when  e x per iment i n g  w i t h  d i ffe rent  way s  o f  
o rgan i z i n g  t h emse l ve s  a nd  l e a r n i n g  t ime  management  s k i l l s

• Fi n d  way s  to  s u ppo rt  l e a r ne r s  who  a re  e i t h e r  qu i c k  to  f i n i s h ,  o r  
s l ow  to  sta rt,  o r  who  r equ i r e  a  l o n g e r  t ime  to  p roce s s  a nd  
d e ve l o p  i d ea s .  H a ve  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h em  a bou t  t h e i r  p refer red  
way s  o f  work i n g ,  what  t h e s e  way s  make s  po s s i b l e  a nd  what  t h ey  
f i n d  fr u st rat i n g  a bou t  t h em .

• Ask  t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  h e l p  d e ve l o p  o rgan i z i n g  st rateg i e s  fo r  
d i ffe rent  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s  a nd  f i n d  a  way  to  s u ppo rt  you r s e l f  i f  
t h i s  move s  you  o u t  o f  you r  c omfort  z o ne .
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Do you have any choices about WHERE you do 
your learning?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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What  i deas  do  you  have  about  how you  and  your  l earn i ng  
commun i ty  can  organ i se  the  l earn i ng  space?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  and  the  l earn i ng  commun i ty  you  work  
w i th  be  ab l e  to  make  about  how your  l earn i ng  space  i s  organ i sed?

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  organ i s i ng  your  l earn i ng  
spaces?

Do you have any choices about WHERE you do 
your learning?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas for teachers/parents about agency and the 
WHERE of learn ing

• Try  l e a v i n g  t h e  r oom  a s  o pen  a nd  ‘ empty ’  a s  po s s i b l e  a t  t h e  sta rt  
o f  t h e  yea r  ( o r  i f  yo u  fee l  b ra ve  at  t h e  sta rt  o f  ea ch  i n qu i r y  
u n i t ) .  T h i s  way  t h e  l e a r ne r s  c a n  e xam i n e  a nd  d i s c u s s  a nd  h e l p  s et  
u p  t h e  l e a r n i n g  s pace s  to  s u i t  t h em  a nd  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s  t h at  w i l l  b e  
u nderta ken .

• Encou rage  a nd  u s e  f l e x i b l e  s eat i n g  a nd  g roup i n g s

• Th i n k  a bou t  t h e  l o c at i o n  o f  d i s p l a y s  a nd  h ow  much  a gency  t h e  
l e a r ne r s  h a ve  i n  a dd i n g ,  a dapt i n g  o r  c ha ng i n g  t h e  d i s p l a y s  a s  
i n qu i r i e s  d e ve l o p - What  i s  t h e  p u rpo s e  o f  you r  d i s p l a y s ?

• Are  t h e re  way s  you  c a n  i n c l u d e  qu i et  s pace s  a nd  c o -operat i ve  
s pace s  fo r  l e a r ne r s  who  p refer  s o l o  o r  g roup  work?

• What  ca n  t h e  c ommon  meet i n g  a rea  l o o k  l i ke?  Who ’ s  h ad  a  s ay  i n  
t h e  c r eat i o n  o f  t h i s  a nd  ot he r  s pace s?  

• How  much  c ho i c e  d o  t h e  l e a r ne r s  h a ve  i n  c r eat i n g  s h a red  owner s h i p  
i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  s pace s?  ( t h i s  i n c l u d e s  d i g i ta l  s pa ce s  a s  we l l  a s  
p hy s i c a l  s pa ce s )

• Ask  t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  h e l p  p l a n  a nd  d e ve l o p  h ow  to  o rgan i z e  l e a r n i n g  
s pace s  to  s u i t  d i ffe rent  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s .

• Try  a nd  h a ve  a  f l e x i b l e  l e a r n i n g  s pace  t hat  c a n  b e  qu i c k l y  a dapted  
to  s u i t  d i ffe rent  g ro up i n g s  o r  l e a r n i n g  ta s k  n eed s
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Do you have any choices about WHAT you 
need or want to learn?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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What  i deas  do  you  have  about  how you  m ight  f i nd  w ider  
connect i ons  to  the  l earn i ng  you  have  to  do?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  l i ke  to  make  that  are  connected  to  an  
i nterest  and  re l ated  to  what  you  are  l earn i ng?

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  mak i ng  cho i ces  a bout  
what  l earn i ng  tasks  you  choose  to  do?

Do you have any choices about WHAT you 
need or want to learn?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas  for  teachers/parents  about  agency  and  the  WHAT of  
l earn i ng

• Lo o k  fo r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h e r e  l e a r n e r s  c o u l d  h a v e  a  c h o i c e  a n d  vo i c e  i n  t h e  
t y p e  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h ey  d o  c o n n e cte d  to  t h e  c l a s s  i n q u i r y  to p i c  

• C a n  yo u  a d a pt  l i te r a c y  o r  m a t h  c e nte r s  to  l e t  t h e  l e a r n e r s  c h o o s e  t h e  
o r d e r  t h ey  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  c e r ta i n  ta s k s ?  U s e  o p e n i n g  g u i d i n g  q u e st i o n s  
a n d  g r o u p  r e f l e ct i o n s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  ta s k  to  c o l l a te  a n d  r e c o r d  i d e a  
d e ve l o p e d  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  ta s k s  u n d e r ta ke n .

• C a n  yo u  m a ke  v i s i b l e  t h e  b i g  i d e a s ,  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l  o u tc o m e s  c o n n e cte d  
to  a  u n i t  s o  t h a t  l e a r n e r s  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  s e e  a n d  t h i n k  a b o u t  
w h a t  t h ey  a r e  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t ?  

• I n vo l v e  t h e  l e a r n e r s  i n  a  l i b r a r y  h u nt  fo r  l i te r a c y  r e s o u r c e s  t h ey  t h i n k  
a r e  c o n n e cte d  to  t h e  u n i t .  T h i s  c a n  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r ovo c a t i o n  fo r  a ny  
i n q u i r y

• I s  t h e r e  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w h e r e  l e a r n e r s  c a n  c r e a te  a  d i s p l a y  o r  
s h a r e  t h e  a ct i o n  ta k i n g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  p r o b l e m  p o s i n g  o r  s o l v i n g  t h a t  t h ey  
i n i t i a te d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y ?

• D o  yo u  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  to  i n c o r p o r a te  s t r a te g i e s  s u c h  a s  
i T i m e  o r  m a ke r - s p a c e s  a s  a  r e g u l a r  a n d  va l u e d  fe a t u r e  o f  yo u r  l e a r n i n g  
t i m e ?

• A s k  t h e  l e a r n e r s  to  h e l p  p l a n  a n d  s h a r e  i d e a s ,  wo n d e r i n g s  a n d  q u e st i o n s  
a b o u t  a  g i v e n  u n i t,  t h a t  c a n  b e  fo l l ow e d  u p  a s  p a r t  o f  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  o r  
r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  l i te r a c y  t i m e s .  T h u s  r e a d i n g ,  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  a n d  
p r e s e nt i n g  ta ke  i n  r e a l  l i fe  c o n n e ct i o n s

• Tr y  a n d  h a ve  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s /  ta s k s  t h a t  a r e  d i ffe r e nt i a te d            
b u t  c ov e r  t h e  s a m e  c o nte nt,  s o  t h a t  l e a r n e r s  c a n  c h o o s e  ta s k s                            
t h a t  i nte r e st  o r  e n g a g e  t h e m .  U s e  o p e n i n g  g u i d i n g                           
q u e st i o n s ,  a n d  g r o u p  r e f l e ct i o n s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a                                    
ta s k  to  c o l l a te  a n d  r e c o r d  i d e a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e                                  
r a n g e  o f  ta s k s  u n d e r ta ke n .
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Do you have any choices about HOW you 

need or want to learn?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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What  i deas  do  you  have  about  the  l earn i ng  too l s  and  sk i l l s  you  
and  others  can  choose  to  u se?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  l i ke  to  make  i n  connect i on  to  s k i l l s ,  
st rateg i es  or  too l s  you  w i l l  u se  i n  t h i s  l earn i ng  task?

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  mak i ng  cho i ces  a bout  how 
you  l earn?

Do you have any choices about HOW you 

need or want to learn?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas for teachers/parents about agency and the HOW 
of learn ing

• Th i n k  a bou t  u pcom i n g  i n qu i r i e s  a nd  s e l e ct  t h e  mater i a l s  ( s pec i a l  
mat h  o r  s c i e n ce  too l s ,  a rt  s u pp l i e s ,  b oo k s  c o n nected  to  t h e  u n i t,  
etc . )  yo u  n eed .  P l a c e  t h em  i n  a  c e nt ra l  a r ea  i n  t h e  c l a s s r oom .  C l e a r  
s h e l ve s  o f  u nwanted  too l s  a nd  r e s ou rce s .  H a ve  t h e  l e a r ne r s  c ome  i n  
a nd  s o rt  t h ro ug h  t h e  too l s  a nd  r e s o u rce s .  T h i s  w i l l  e n gage  t h e  
l e a r ne r s ’  i d ea s  a nd  p r i o r  k n ow l edge  a nd  make  t h em  c u r i o u s  a bou t  
what  m i g ht  b e  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  n e xt  i n qu i r y.  Wi t h  t h e  l e a r ne r s ,  s o rt  
t h e  mater i a l s  i nto  g roup s  t h at  w i l l  make  t h em  ea sy  to  l o c ate ,  t h e n  
a s  a  c ommun i t y  d ec i d e  o n  t h e  l o c at i o n  a nd  p l a c ement  o f  r e s o u rce s  
i n  t h e  c l a s s room .  T h i s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  l e a r ne r s  a  g ood  i d ea  o f  where  
t h ey  c a n  f i n d  t h i n g s  a nd  what  i s  r ead i l y  a va i l a b l e  fo r  t h em  to  u s e ,  
t h u s  g i v i n g  t h em  agency  to  s e l e ct  a nd  f i n d  r e s ou rce s  a s  a nd  when  
t h ey  n eed  t h em .

• A sma l l e r  o r  m i c ro  ve r s i o n  o f  t h e  a bove  i d ea ,  i s  to  c r eate  ba s ket s  
o f  mater i a l s  a nd  too l s  r e l a ted  to  s pec i f i c  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s  a nd  
e n cou rage  t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  make  c ho i c e s  a bou t  what  too l s  from  t h i s  
s e l e ct i o n  t h ey  m i g ht  u s e  when  s o l v i n g  p rob l ems  o r  r e s ea rc h i n g  i d ea s

• Encou rage  a nd  h a ve  l e a r ne r s  s h a re  t h e  va r i et y  o f  way s  t h ey  
approach  r e s ea rch ,  p rob l em  s o l v i n g ,  e x pe r iment i n g ,  etc .  s o  t h at  
e ve ryone  i n  a  l e a r n i n g  c ommun i t y  c a n  s ee  t h at  t h e re  a re  mu l t i p l e  
a pproache s  to  a ny  g i ve n  l e a r n i n g  o ppo rt u n i t y.  Mat h  c hat s  a re  a  
g reat  way  to  sta rt  mode l i n g  t h i s  p ro ce s s .
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• I s  t h e re  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c l a s s room  where  l e a r ne r s  c a n  c reate  a  
d i s p l a y  o r  s h a re  t h e i r  i d ea s  a bou t  t h e  p roce s s e s ,  st r ateg i e s  a nd  
too l s  t h ey  a re  f i n d i n g  u s efu l  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y?  It  c o u l d  b ecome  a  
mento r  c e nte r  where  ot he r  l e a r ne r s  c a n  g o  a nd  l o o k  fo r  s omeone  to  
s h a re  t h e i r  k n ow l edge ’ s  a bou t  t h e  HOW of  l e a r n i n g .

• Use  pa rt  o f  a ny  r ef l e ct i o n  t ime  to  h a ve  t h e  l e a r ne r s  s h a re  HOW 
t hey  approached  o r  worked  t h roug h  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .  T h i s  o ffer s  t h em  
opport u n i t i e s  to  a ct  a s  mento r s /con s u l ta nt s  a nd  become  reference  
po i nt s  fo r  h e l p  i n  fu t u re  i n qu i r i e s .

• As  teacher s /pa rent s ,  we  often  h a ve  a  fam i l i a r ,  c omforta b l e  way  
when  approach i n g  d i ffe rent  l e a r n i n g  ta s k s ,  b u t  o u r  t h i n k i n g  st y l e  
a nd  approach  may  not  b e  r e l e va nt  o r  u s efu l  to  l e a r ne r s  who  t h i n k  
a bou t  t h i n g s  i n  d i ffe rent  way s .  E n cou rage  e x per imentat i o n  a nd  
te st i n g  o f  i d ea s  when  i t  c omes  to  p ro ce s s i n g  i d ea s  o r  s o l v i n g  
p rob l ems .  I f  t h e  p roce s s  o r  st rategy  doe s n ’ t  work ,  u s e  t h i s  
o ppo rt u n i t y  to  r e v i s i t  i d ea s  w i t h  t h e  l e a r ne r s  a nd  g i ve  l e a r ne r s  
pe rm i s s i o n  to  l e a r n  from  t he  m i sta ke s .  E n cou rage  l e a r ne r s  to  b e  
r i s k  ta ke r s  a nd  adapt  what  t h ey  n ow  k now  to  d e ve l o p  n ew  
u nder sta nd i n g s .

• Prov i d e  l e a r ne r s  w i t h  t h e  o pport u n i t y  to  d ec i d e  o r  d ete rm i n e  t h e  
o rder  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  m i g ht  ta ke .  Fo r  e xamp l e  w i l l  t h ey  r ef l e ct  f i r st,  
t h e n  te st  i d ea s  t h e n  r e co rd ,  o r  i s  t h e re  a not he r  o rder ,  a  d i ffe rent  
step  t h ey  n eed  i n  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  i n  o rder  fo r  i t  to  make  s e n s e  to  
t h em?  As  a l l  l e a r ne r s  c ome  to  l e a r n i n g  w i t h  d i ffe rent  e x pe r i e n ce s ,  
i d ea s ,  p e r s pect i ve s  a nd  at t i t u de s  to  top i c s ,  p r ob l ems  a nd  
po s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h ey  n eed  t h e  c ha nce  ( e ven  i f  i t  i s  o n l y  e ve ry  n ow  a nd  
t h e n ,  b u t  h opefu l l y  more  often )  to  d ete rm i n e  t h e i r  own  l e a r n i n g  
pat h .
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• Provocat i o n  to  e x p l o r e  t h e  d i ffe rence s  i n  t h e  HOW of  l e a r n i n g ;  Ta ke  
t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  a  l o c a l  p l a y g rou nd  o r  e ve n  t h e  s c hoo l ’ s  s po rt s  f i e l d  
( It  wor k s  b et te r  i f  t h e re  a re  ob stac l e s  o r  p l a y  equ i pment  s et  u p  i n  
t h e  p l a c e  you  a nd  t h e  l e a r ne r s  a re  i n ) .  

• Ask  t h e  l e a r ne r s  to  f i n d  what  t h ey  c a l l  a  ‘ sta rt  p l a c e ’ .  T hey  w i l l  
l o o k  a  b i t  l o st  a nd  may  a s k  fo r  g u i d a nce ,  b u t  r em i nd  t h em  t hat  you  
t r u st  t h ey  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to  f i n d  a  g ood  sta rt  p l a c e .

• Ask  t h em  to  t h i n k  a bou t  h ow  t hey  m i g ht  move  to  a not he r  pa rt  o f  
t h e  p l a yg rou nd/f i e l d  t h at  t h ey  w i l l  c a l l  ‘ t h e  e nd ’  a nd  t h e n  l et  t h em  
go  a nd  do  i t .  Eve ry  c h i l d  w i l l  a pp roach  t h e  s pace  a nd  move  from  a  
to  b  d i ffe rent l y,  t h ey  w i l l  a l l  f i n d  t h e  ‘ e nd  p l a c e ’  t h at  t h ey  
i d e nt i f i e d  a nd  move  qu i c k l y  o r  s l ow l y,  i n  p a i r s ,  g r o up s  o r  s o l o  to  
t h at  po i nt .  S ome  w i l l  g o  ove r  t h e  ob stac l e s ,  s ome  w i l l  g o  a rou nd  
t h em ,  s ome  w i l l  c h a nge  t h e  ob stac l e s  to  d i ffe rent  p l a c e s .

N ow  gat he r  t h em  toget he r  a nd  e x p l a i n  t h at  X   i s  n ow  t he  sta rt  po i nt  
a nd  t hat  t h ey  a re  to  move  to  a  n ew  end .  R epeat  t h i s  mov i n g  from  A  
to  B ,  to  C  a  few  t imes  a s  l e a r ne r s  w i l l  b e come  more  ad vent u rou s  i n  
h ow  a nd  where  t h ey  move .
Fi n d  a  way  to  r eco rd  t h e i r  a ct i o n s  a nd  c ho i c e s  a s  t h ey  move  to  ea ch  
n ew  ‘ e nd  p l a c e ’ .  
Come  bac k  to  yo u r  l e a r n i n g  s pace  a nd  h a ve  t h e  l e a r ne r s  b ra i n sto rm  
a nd  r ef l e ct  o n  h ow  t hey  i d e nt i f i e d  t h e  b eg i n n i n g  a nd  e nd ,  why  t h ey  
moved  t h e re  a nd  why  t h ey  made  t h e  c ho i c e s  t h ey  made  o n  t h e i r  way  
to  t h e  ‘ e nd ’ .  
A s k  t h em  to  r ef l e ct  o n  why  t h ey  t h i n k  e ve ryone  d i d  i t  d i ffe rent l y  o r  
e ven  r epeated  what  ot he r s  d i d - t h i s  w i l l  g i v e  you  a n  i d ea  a bou t  h ow  
t hey  t h i n k  ‘mov i n g / l e a r n i n g ’  m i g ht  b e  approached .
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• Int roduce  t h e  i d ea  t h at  l e a r n i n g  i s  n ot  a bou t  fo l l ow i n g  t h e  s ame  
pat h ;  i t  c a n  b e  do ne  i n  d i ffe rent  way s .  Ju st  a s  t h ey  i d e nt i f i e d  
d i ffe rent  sta rt  po i nt s ,  e ve ry  t ime  you  beg i n  a  l e a r n i n g  e ngagement  
e ve ryone  h a s  a  d i ffe rent  sta rt  po i nt  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  p r i o r  
k n ow l edge ,  p e r s pect i ve ,  etc .  t h at  t h ey  b r i n g  w i t h  t h em .  Eve ryone  
w i l l  move  from  t hat  po i nt  to  a not her  po i nt  a nd  t h at  w i l l  b e come  t h e  
sta rt  po i nt  fo r  s omet h i n g  n ew.  T hat  i n  t h i s  c l a s s ,  l e a r n i n g  i s  a bou t  
f i n d i n g  way s  fo r  t h i n g s  to  make  s e n s e ,  s o  t h e  l e a r ne r s  mu st  h a ve  
a gency  o r  a  s ay  i n  h ow  t he  l e a r n i n g  j o u r ney  w i l l  a n d  c a n  l o o k .  T h i s  
i d ea  mu st  b e  fo l l owed  u p  w i t h  a ct i o n ,  where  t h e  l e a r ne r s  c a n  te st  
a nd  t ry  t h e i r  own  way  of  d ete rm i n i n g  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  p roce s s e s .
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Do you have any choices that are connected 
to WHY this learning might be connected to 
your l ife outside the classroom?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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What  i deas  do  you  have  about  the  why  peop l e  m ight  need  to  
l earn  th i s?  How does  i t  connect  to  the  rea l  wor l d?

What  cho i ces  wou l d  you  l i ke  to  be  ab l e  to  make  that  he l p s  you  
u se  these  i deas  i n  the  rea l  wor l d?  

What  do  you  need  to  th i n k  a bout  when  mak i ng  cho i ces ,  t h i n k i ng  
about  how th i s  l earn i ng  may  impact  on  you  or  others?  

Do you have any choices that are connected 
to WHY this learning might be connected to 
your l ife outside the classroom?

RESPONSE-ABILITY 
Who can? You can…
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Ideas for teachers/parents about agency and the WHY 
of learn ing

• Ask i n g  l e a r ne r s  to  e ngage  w i t h  i d ea s  a bou t  t h e  WHY  of  l e a r n i n g  
h e l p s  t h em  s ee  l e a r n i n g  a s  po rta b l e ,  u s efu l  a nd  r e l e va nt  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e d  l i v e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s room .

• Support i n g  a nd  s caffo l d i n g  l e a r ne r s  a s  t h ey  i d e nt i fy  a nd  c o n nect  to  
t h e  WHY  of  l e a r n i n g  g i ve s  l e a r ne r s  t h e  opport u n i t y  to  b ecome  
agent s  i n  t h e i r  own  l e a r n i n g .  A s  t h ey  e ngage  w i t h  i d ea s  a nd  
p ract i c e s  t h at  t h ey  s ee  a s  u s efu l ,  mean i n g fu l  a nd  r e l e va nt  
r ega rd i n g  p rob l ems  a nd  po s s i b i l i t i e s  t h at  t h ey  w i l l  a l s o  e n gage  w i t h  
o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s room .  It  i n v i te s  t h em  to  s ee  t h at  t h e i r  p r i o r  
k n ow l edge s ,  p e r s pect i ve s  a nd  e x per i e n ce s ,  etc .  a r e  r e l e va nt  a nd  
u s efu l ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  t h em  a  st ro nger  p l a c e  to  sta nd  a s  t h ey  e ngage  
w i t h  n ew  i d ea s .  It  c a n  a l s o  i n v i te  t h em  to  s h a re  t h e i r  e x pert,  
i n s i d e r  k now l edge s ,  s k i l l s  etc .  i n  c l a s s  l e a r n i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p ee r s

Va l u e  a nd  t ry  a nd  f i n d  t ime  fo r  l e a r ne r s  to :  

• Engage with problems and possibi l ities and develop ownership of learning

• Explore the connections learning has with the real world and vice versa

• Use reflection strategies and displays that al low learners to add real l ife 

connections, personal wonderings, books, artifacts, images, etc., that they 

see as relevant to the inquiry

• Develop an ‘I can” board, where learners                                                 

can record ski l ls, knowledges, perspectives,                                               

etc. that they hold and can share with                                                     

other learners to access and call                                                                 

on if they need to explore or                                                                 

reflect on ideas with a peer.
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BeConWiz      CREATING THINKERS

BeConWiz, will be referred to as BCW in this document. 

BCW will now use 'they - themself' as a singular, gender-neutral pronoun in all  material  and resources 
generated. Just as the use of 'he - man' disappeared  women’s voice and identity, use of the binary 'she 
- he' and related pronouns  has disappeared and rendered voiceless marginalised groups that do not 
identify with the 'he -she' pronouns. Until some wider grammatical agreement has been reached about 
what pronouns will be used to embrace the diversity of gender  experience, in text we will use 'they -
themself’  in our materials. Given that words/language create reality, using language that is 
acknowledging and   inclusive of all  people who identify across a wide gender spectrum                                      
is an issue of power, politics, respect and visibility. 

BeConWiz 
A commitment to equitable and ethical practices 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS of using beconwiz.com products

LICENSE TO USE PURCHASED INDIVIDUAL CLIP ART
The clipart purchased on this site may only be used for personal or class use. It can not be used in the production or 
publication of any materials, resources or other related goods that are to be sold onto others or for commercial use.
Schools wishing to buy clip art for across school use or in school publications must contact the BeConWiz team for a 
price for this option.

LICENSE TO USE PRODUCTS
Any products purchased from BeConWiz are purchased by you for your personal use and not for distribution or 
resale.
BeConWiz download resources are able to be printed for personal use by the purchaser (a given single educator) only. 
They can be used to teach your class of students, and are intended to be used in this way. Schools wishing to use 
product packages or negotiate tailored deals or teaching teams must contact BeConWiz directly and negotiate 
separate terms and conditions.
Any workshop or consultancy work will be negotiated and tailored to meet individual client needs and as such, the terms 
and conditions of such purchases or contracts will be issued and delivered in separate documentation.

ELECTRONIC DOWNLOAD DELIVERY
Download products are immediately available to holders of a product package of BeConWiz. If you have any problems 
with an immediate download, please contact us at beconwiz@beconwiz.com

DOWNLOAD PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS
We provide no guarantee that you will be able to use school computers to                                                     
download BeConWiz materials. We will endeavor to do our best to ensure                                                       
downloadable material is accessible on a variety of computers, tablets                                                       
or devices. If you are experiencing issues with download or printing                                                         
of materials please contact us, so we can improve our service to you.

"BCW will now use 'they - themself' as a singular, 
gender-neutral pronoun in all material and resources 
generated. Just as the use of 'he - man' disappeared 
women's voice and identity, use of the binary 'she -
he' and related pronouns has disappeared and rendered 
voiceless marginalised groups that do not identify with 
the 'he -she' pronouns. Until some wider grammatical 
agreement has been reached about what pronouns will be 
used to embrace the diversity of gender experience, in 
text we will use 'they - themself' in our materials. Given 
that words/language create reality, using language that is 
acknowledging and inclusive of all people who identify 
across a wide gender spectrum is an issue of power, 
politics, respect and visibility. “

BeConWiz      CREATING THINKERS


