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Why do people write?
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This resource provides a brief description of some the key purposes of writing.

• Analyse
• Argue
• Entertain
• Evaluate
• Explain
• Express

Following this is a set of cards providing examples of different types of writing. You and your child(ren) can debate, 
explain and justify how you might sort the different examples of writing with the purposes of writing. As an extension 
you and your child(ren) could develop a list of possible audiences for each different examples of writing. 

There is also a set of images that can be used to prompt conversation about writing and it’s purposes. Invite your 
child(ren) to choose one drawing at a time and look at it carefully.

1. Have your child(ren) discuss what they think is happening in the picture.
2. Discuss what writing might be connected to this sort of activity going in the image and why they think that.
3. Either go on a hunt and find some examples of writing that fits their ideas OR
4. Invite your child(ren) to pretend they are the characters in the picture and create a piece of writing that 

they think might match the activity.

Debate or different  perspectives about the type of writing connected to each picture, can be useful as it can be 
used as a scaffold to express and justify ideas. 

• Gain attention
• Inform
• Navigate or locate
• Persuade
• Problem solve
• Remember
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To analyse…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  e x p l o r e  t h e  d eta i l s  ve ry  
c a refu l l y.  T hey  a re  t ry i n g  to  f i n d  a nd  
s h a re   “ r i g ht  t h e re ”  a nd  “ h i d den  i d ea s ”  to  
b et te r  u nder sta nd  s omet h i n g .

To argue…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  e x p re s s  o r  e x p l o r e  
d i ffe rent  po i nt s  o f  v i ew.  Peop l e  t ry  a nd  
u s e  e v i d e n ce  a nd  op i n i o n  to  j u st i fy  
s omet h i n g .  
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To entertain…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  s h a re  i d ea s  t h at  i n f l u e n ce  
h ow  peop l e  m i g ht  fee l  a s  t h ey  c o n nect,  
d ebate  a nd  e x p l o r e  i d ea s .

To evaluate…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  s h a re  r ef l e ct i o n s ,  o r  r ate  
o r  a na l y s e  e x per i e n ce s  o r  fa ct s .  T he  
r e co rded  i n fo rmat i o n  s h a re s  what  t h e  
wr i te r  t h i n k s  o r  fee l s  a bou t  d i ffe rent  
t h i n g s .
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Peop l e  wr i te  to  h e l p  s h a re  fact s ,  i d ea s ,  
e x pe r i e n ce s  a nd  pe r s pect i ve s  a nd  
i n fo rmat i o n  i n  o rder  to  e x p l a i n  s omet h i n g .   

To explain… To express…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  e x p re s s  i d ea s  a bou t  
s omet h i n g  t h at  t h ey  h a ve  been  t h i n k i n g  
a bou t  o r  fee l i n g .   
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To gain attention…

Peop l e  r e co rd  i n fo rmat i o n  t h at  l et s  ot he r s  
k n ow  what  t h ey  want  o r  n eed .  Peop l e  n eed  
to  s h a re  o r  r e ce i ve  t h i n g s  a nd  s o  t h ey  
wr i te  s h a re  t h e s e  n eed s  a nd  want s .

To inform…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  c ommun i c ate  i d ea s  w i t h  
ot he r s  o r  s h a re  h ow  s omet h i n g  c a n  b e  
do ne .
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To navigate and move 
about…

Peop l e  r e co rd  i d ea s  to  s h a re  i n fo rmat i o n  
a bou t  where  to  g o  a nd  h ow  to  g et  t h e re .   
T he  wr i t i n g  h e l p s  p eop l e  f i n d  t h e i r  way  o r  
h ow  to  f i n d  a  p l a c e ,  p e r s o n  o r  o b j e ct .

To persuade…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  t ry  a nd  c o n v i n c e  ot he r s  o f  
s omet h i n g .  T he  wr i t i n g  i s  t r y i n g  to  
c o n v i n c e  ot he r s  to  b e l i e ve  o r  t ry  
s omet h i n g .
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To problem solve…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  i n ve st i g ate  i d ea s  a nd  
r e co rd  t h i n k i n g ,  wonder i n g ,  e v i d e n ce  o r  
e x per iment s .  Peop l e  r e co rd  i d ea s  c o n nected  
to  p rob l em  po s i n g  a nd  p rob l em  s o l v i n g .

% 5two

To remember…

Peop l e  wr i te  to  r emember  a nd  s h a re  
r emember i n g s  w i t h  ot he r s .  Peop l e  r e co rd  
what  i s  h appen i n g ,  s o  i t  won ’ t  b e  
fo rgot ten .
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Definition Recipe 

Comic strip How to…

Instructions Flow chart

Advertisement Process
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Fable Fairy tale

Narrative Fictional writing

Factual writing  Imaginative
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Sheet music
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

LICENSE TO USE PURCHASED INDIVIDUAL CLIP ART
The clipart purchased on this site may only be used for personal or class use. It can not be used in the production or publication of any materials,                                                                                                         
resources or other related goods that are to be sold onto others or for commercial use.
Schools wishing to buy clip art for across school use or in school publications must contact the BeConWiz team for a price for this option.

LICENSE TO USE PRODUCTS
Any products purchased from BeConWiz are purchased by you for your personal use and not for distribution or resale.
BeConWiz download resources are able to be printed for personal use by the purchaser (a given single educator) only. They can be used to teach your                                                                                                       
class of students  and are intended to be used in this way. Schools wishing to use product packages or negotiate tailored deals or teaching teams must                                   
contact BeConWiz directly and negotiate separate terms and conditions.
Any workshop or consultancy work will be negotiated and tailored to meet individual client needs and as such, the terms and conditions of                                                                                                                    
such purchases or contracts will be issued and delivered in separate documentation.

ELECTRONIC DOWNLOAD DELIVERY
Download products are immediately available to holders of a product package of BeConWiz. If you have any problems with an immediate                                                                                                                        
download, please contact us at beconwiz@beconwiz.com

DOWNLOAD PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS
We provide no guarantee that you will be able to use school computers to download BeConWiz materials. We will endeavor to do our best to                                                                                                                      
ensure downloadable material is accessible on a variety of computers, tablets or devices. If you are experiencing issues with download or                                                                                                                    
printing of materials please contact us, so we can improve our service to you.

"BCW will now use 'they - themself' as a singular, gender-neutral pronoun in all material and resources generated. Just as the 
use of 'he - man' disappeared women's voice and identity, use of the binary 'she - he' and related pronouns has disappeared and 
rendered voiceless marginalised groups that do not identify with the 'he -she' pronouns. Until some wider grammatical 
agreement has been reached about what pronouns will be used to embrace the diversity of gender experience, in text we will 
use 'they - themself' in our materials. Given that words/language create reality, using language that is acknowledging and 
inclusive of all people who identify across a wide gender spectrum is an issue of power, politics, respect and visibility. “


