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B e C o n W i z C r e a t i n g  T h i n k e r s       C H A T  P A C K

An example of two children using their 
primary language to record ideas 
during chat pack time. These words 
where then later used in an ELS class 
as a translation inquiry. The students’ 
primary language and prior knowledge 
were valued and uncovered a rich 
knowledge that could be shared in the 
class inquiry.

Chat packs are designed to be a pressure free opportunity for your child(ren) to 
develop speaking, listening and recording skills while sharing their current ideas and 
knowledge of a given topic.  It is a great opportunity for peers, parents and teachers 
to bear witness to what can happen when creative and critical thinking can evolve as 
students initiate conversations in styles and groupings of their choice. The chat packs 
were inspired and have been adapted from Tony Ryan’s Thinkers keys.

Invite your child(ren) to choose one card to focus on. As your child(ren) discuss ideas 
connected to the card, they should also be experimenting with different recording strategies.

o Make sure lots of recording tools and graphic organisers are easily accessible for 
your child(ren)  to record ideas.

o While your child(ren) are discussing ideas, you can use this opportunity to gather 
and record topic specific terminology/vocabulary being shared by your child(ren). 
This can then be used to enrich word study or spelling tasks. In doing this you are 
making visible to your child(ren) that they values the prior knowledge and ideas 
being bought forward. 

o New, interesting and important vocabulary and ideas can be explored and developed 
using word web resources.

Use the prompt and explanation pages to create your own cards relevant to your child’s age 
and area of study.

For full details on using chat packs as an inquiry strategy please see the strategy document 
for Chat Packs on the BeConWiz site.

https://beconwiz.com/product/strategy-document-chat-pack/
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Understanding the “Chat Pack” cards…

Symbol for the task focus

Title of task focus
Focus of chat pack set

Symbol for creative thinking

Symbol for the task focus

Title of task focusFocus of chat pack set

Symbol for critical thinking
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Understanding the “Chat Pack” cards…

Symbol for the task focus

Title of task focus
Focus of chat pack set

Symbol for creative thinking

A copy and explanation of each symbol and the 
thinking required is included at the end of this 
pack.
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CRITICAL THINKING 
Look i n g  fo r  c o n nect i o n s  a nd  u s i n g  k now l edge
Exp l o r i n g  a nd  s h ow i n g  t h e  p u rpo s e  o f  
t h i n g s .
Ana l y s i n g ,  e va l u at i n g ,  i nte rp ret i n g  a nd  
s y nt he s i s i n g  i n fo rmat i o n .  E x p l o r i n g  
p roba b i l i t y,  d e ve l o p i n g  hypot he s i s ,  u s i n g  
pat te r n s .  

CREATIVE THINKING 
Th i nk i ng  i s  b i g  and  adventurous .
Focus  on  d i s cover i ng  exp l or i ng ,  creat i ng .  
Generate  i deas ,  contrast i ng ,  d i verg i ng ,  
p ropos i ng  poss i b i l i t i e s ,  seek i ng  patterns ,  
specu l at i ve  and  imag i nat i ve .

CRITICAL & CREATIVE THINKING 
You’re wondering, problem finding, and investigating using 
the benefits of both critical and creative thinking. Using 
prior knowledge as a jumping off point to interesting new 
possibilities. 
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  ALTERNATIVE

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  BAR

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  CROSSING  BOUNDARIES

If peop le cou ldn ’t  speak ,  read or 
wr ite ,  what are some d ifferent ways 
they cou ld commun icate?

Improve a phone by
• Adding one new part 
• Making one part b igger 
• Rep lac ing one part with 

someth ing new

How can you use what you know 
about patterns to create a new 
a lphabet .
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  FREE  THOUGHT

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  GENERATE IMAGINE

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  INVENT

Imagine how l i v ing th ings   are 
commun icat ing with one another.  
Find a creat ive way to share 
what i t  has you th ink ing about .

Ref lect on the d ifferent ways peop le  
can commun icate .
Create someth ing that enab les  peop le  
who are deaf or b l i nd to eas i ly  
send and rece ive messages .

Des ign ,  invent or create a too l  
that he lps  peop le with d ifferent 
languages or from d ifferent 
cu ltures commun icate c lear ly 
with one another.
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  SUPPORT  THE  STRANGE

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  UPSIDE  DOWN

Use your wi ldest imag in ings to 
th ink how peop le cou ld use 
dance to commun icate with 
p lants  or insects .

Creat ive ly re imagine how  
someth ing found in  your garden 
cou ld be used to create a too l  
for commun icat ing ideas .
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  ALPHABET

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  ATTRIBUTE

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  CONNECTIONS

Create an a lphabet about the 
d ifferent ways and reasons 
l i v ing th ings  commun icate .  

What act ions  and att itudes do 
you th ink a good commun icator 
shou ld have?  

What do f lags  and penc i l s  have in  
common? 

How do peop le  use f lags and 
penc i l s  to commun icate?



B e C o n W i z C r ea t i n g  T h i n ke r s  © 2020 BeConWiz.com All rights Reserved 

B e C o n W i z C r e a t i n g  T h i n k e r s    B a s e d  o n  T o n y  R y a n ’ s  T h i n k e r  K e y s   © 2020 BeConWiz.com     All rights Reserved 

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  P ROBLEMS  &  POSSIBILITES
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  REVERSE
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  P ROVOKE

Invest igate and d iscuss  the 
pos it ives  and negat ives  of us ing 
words to share ideas .

L ist  10 th ings that words cou ld 
never express .  

“Language i s  on ly  made up of words ”
• Do you  th i n k  th i s  i s  t rue?
• Wou ld  others  you  know agree  w i th  

th i s?
• What  other  perspect i ves  m ight           

t here  be  about  l anguage?
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  BRAINSTORM

Being a communicator  CHAT  PACK :  EXPAND

Being a communicator  CHAT  PACK : RANDOM

Bra instorm as many ideas as  
you can about how peop le use 
the arts  and cod ing to create 
and share ideas .

How many ways cou ld you 
express what you are 
fee l ing? 

Choose a random word from the 
d ict ionary
Exp lore and d iscuss  how th is  
word might connect to be ing a 
commun icator.
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  FORMULA

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  MAKE  IT  WORK

Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  POSE  THE  PROBLEM

Create a rec ipe that wi l l  he lp 
peop le  learn a new way of 
commun icat ing .

Prob lem:  Exp la in  where you l i ve us ing
• Shoes
• A bott le
• Str ing

Here i s  the answer “There are 
no words”

What cou ld have happened that 
th is  answer was needed?
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Being a communicator CHAT  PACK :  P REDICT

Being a communicator  CHAT  PACK :  WHAT  IF…

Form a pred ict ion about the way 
the arts  wi l l  be used in  the 
future .

What if you cou ld change 10 
words in  the d ict ionary?
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TITLE SYMBOL THINKING EXPLANATION

Alphabet 

A  w a y  o f  s o r t i n g  a n d  
b u i l d i n g  i d e a s  u s i n g  t h e  
a l p h a b e t  a s  a  l i s t

Alternative

E x p l o r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y s  o f  
d o i n g  t h i n g s ;  T h i n k  a b o u t  
w h a t  y o u  c o u l d  d o  i f  a  
r e g u l a r  e l e m e nt  o f  
s o m e t h i n g   i s  m i s s i n g

Attribute

E x p l o r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y s  o f  
d o i n g  t h i n g s ;  T h i n k  a b o u t  
w h a t  y o u  c o u l d  d o  i f  a  
r e g u l a r  e l e m e nt  o f  
s o m e t h i n g   i s  m i s s i n g

BAR

Make something new by
Make 1 part Bigger
Add 1 new thing
Replace 1 thing

Brainstorm

D e v e l o p  a n d  g r ow  i d e a s ;  
B r a i n s to r m i n g  e n c o u r a g e s  
t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  a l l i d e a s  a n d  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .   

Connections

F i n d  w h a t  i s  c o m m o n  o r  
s i m i l a r ;  Lo o k  fo r  
c o n n e ct i o n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  
h i d d e n  o r  o b v i o u s .
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TITLE SYMBOL THINKING EXPLANATION

Crossing 
boundaries

H ow  c a n  y o u  u s e  w h a t  y o u  
k n ow  i n  a  n e w  w a y ?  L e a r n  
to  a p p l y  i d e a s  a n d  
a p p r o a c h e s  fr o m  o n e  
d o m a i n  i n to  a  s e e m i n g l y  
u n r e l a te d  c o nte x t .

Expand

“ H ow  m a ny  w a y s  c a n  y o u … ? ”  
E x p a n d  y o u r  t h i n k i n g  
G e n e r a te  a n d  a n a l y s e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  m a ke  
v i s i b l e  h i d d e n  i d e a s .

Formula

FORMULA
Create a recipe or formula showing 
what is needed to create an object, 
event or thing

Free Thought

Use a stimulus to encourage your 
senses to explore and generate ideas 
(draw, write, build, etc) related to this 
experience.

Generate 
Imagine 

Engage thinkers to both generate and 
explore ideas at the same time . 
Thinkers develop, imagine and evolve 
mental representations, then use them 
to develop something physical.

Invent

What could you make, design or invent 
to solve a particular problem?

Make it work

Use a set of unusual ideas or objects to 
solve a problem or address an issue.

Pose the problem

Think backwards -look at a possible 
scenario and instead of asking 
questions to which there is a correct 
answer, create a problem that might 
have created the answer. 
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TITLE SYMBOL THINKING EXPLANATION

Predict

Think about the effects or 
perspectives that the future may hold 
about the past or will predict what the 
future might look like.

Problem & 
possibilities

List the good and bad points: Take 
binary positions about an idea

Random

Choose something random and find a 
way to connect to a given topic. Think 
about how this thinking might be used 
to solve a problem.

Reverse

Think in the opposite direction of a 
proposed position; propose the things 
that couldn’t ever happen

Provoke 

Identify an issue or position and all the 
ideas that suggest it is problematic or 
fantastic; use this to provoke and 
explore the deeper issues, problems or 
possibilities

Support the 
strange

Strive for the unusual and explore 
strange options. Use fantasy thinking.  
What is the strangest possibility that 
could be connected to a problem or 
situation? 

Upside down

Take ordinary objects or experiences 
and creatively reimagine how they 
function or connect to other things. 
Thinkers need to turn ideas upside 
down.

What if…

Generate ideas and make visible new 
possibilities or propose/ engage with 
potential actions
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

LICENSE TO USE PURCHASED INDIVIDUAL CLIP ART
The clipart purchased on this site may only be used for personal or class use. It can not be used in the production or publication of any materials,                                                                                                         
resources or other related goods that are to be sold onto others or for commercial use.
Schools wishing to buy clip art for across school use or in school publications must contact the BeConWiz team for a price for this option.

LICENSE TO USE PRODUCTS
Any products purchased from BeConWiz are purchased by you for your personal use and not for distribution or resale.
BeConWiz download resources are able to be printed for personal use by the purchaser (a given single educator) only. They can be used to teach your                                                                                                       
class of students  and are intended to be used in this way. Schools wishing to use product packages or negotiate tailored deals or teaching teams must                                   
contact BeConWiz directly and negotiate separate terms and conditions.
Any workshop or consultancy work will be negotiated and tailored to meet individual client needs and as such, the terms and conditions of                                                                                                                    
such purchases or contracts will be issued and delivered in separate documentation.

ELECTRONIC DOWNLOAD DELIVERY
Download products are immediately available to holders of a product package of BeConWiz. If you have any problems with an immediate                                                                                                                        
download, please contact us at beconwiz@beconwiz.com

DOWNLOAD PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS
We provide no guarantee that you will be able to use school computers to download 
BeConWiz materials. We will endeavor to do our best to  ensure downloadable 
material is accessible on a variety of computers, tablets or devices. If you are 
experiencing issues with download or printing of materials please contact us, 
so we can improve our service to you.

"BCW will now use 'they - themself' as a singular, gender-neutral pronoun in all 
material and resources generated. Just as the use of 'he - man' disappeared 
women's voice and identity, use of the binary 'she - he' and related pronouns 
has disappeared and rendered voiceless marginalised groups that do not identify 
with the 'he -she' pronouns. Until some wider grammatical agreement has been 
reached about what pronouns will be used to embrace the diversity of gender 
experience, in text we will use 'they - themself' in our materials. Given that 
words/language create reality, using language that is acknowledging and inclusive of 
all people who identify across a wide gender spectrum is an issue of power, politics, respect and visibility. “


