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     BeConWiz  Innovative Teaching resources for inquiry based learning	

Teaching resources that move Beyond Conventional Wisdom. 
Our resources are designed to support student choice, voice and agency. The resources are ideal for all teaching styles, but particularly suited to 
inquiry (constructivist) teaching. 
Our aim is to move beyond conventional teaching tools, consultancy and training by creating tailored resources, strategies and training opportunities 
that enable teachers to implement supportive, differentiated, challenging and innovative learning experiences. 

Aim: Reading that supports critical thinking requires the reader to make connections and 
understand that there can be more than one idea, answer or perspective contained in a text. 
	 
Enduring understandings 

• People have different points of view about what is a need and what is a want 
 

• People make different choices to meet their needs and wants 
 

• Needs are items or services or actions that living things must have to live 
 

• Wants are items or services or actions people would like to have but can live without 

Subject links:  
•Social Studies; Science   
	 
Included in the resource:  
Book chat cards 
• 24 Book Chat Cards (6 conceptual understanding cards, 6 attitude cards, 6 action cards, 6 

researcher cards)  
• Recommended texts to prompt discussion or thinking 

  

CRITCAL READING: Book Chats 
 

Needs and Wants   

http://beconwiz.com
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS of using beconwiz.com products 
 
LICENSE TO USE PURCHASED INDIVIDUAL CLIP ART 
The clipart purchased on this site may only be used for personal or class use. It cannot be used 
in the production or publication of any materials, resources or other related goods that are to 
be sold onto others or for commercial use. 
Schools wishing to buy clip art for across school use or in school publications must contact the 
BeConWiz team for a price for this option. 
 
LICENSE TO USE PRODUCTS 
Any products purchased from BeConWiz are purchased by you for your personal use and not 
for distribution or resale. 
BeConWiz download resources are able to be printed for personal use by the purchaser (a 
given single educator) only. They can be used to teach your class of students, and are intended 
to be used in this way. Schools wishing to use product packages or negotiate tailored deals or 
teaching teams must contact BeConWiz directly and negotiate separate terms and conditions. 
Any workshop or consultancy work will be negotiated and tailored to meet individual client 
needs and as such, the terms and conditions of such purchases or contracts will be issued and 
delivered in separate documentation. 
 
ELECTRONIC DOWNLOAD DELIVERY 
Download products are immediately available to holders of a product package of BeConWiz. If 
you have any problems with an immediate download, please contact us at 
beconwiz@beconwiz.com 
 
DOWNLOAD PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS 
We provide no guarantee that you will be able to use school computers to download 
BeConWiz materials. We will endeavor to do our best to ensure downloadable material is 
accessible on a variety of computers, tablets or devices. If you are experiencing issues with 
download or printing of materials please contact us, so we can improve our service to you. 
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 Interest  
Choice and 
Voice: 
Supporting 
agency and 
choice in the 
learning 
process.  

Learners wil l  be act ively involved in the decis ion 
making process by. . .  
• Hav ing a choice in which text s  can be used in 

read ing tasks 

• Be ing inv i ted to choose and ref lect  on an aspect of  
the inqui ry through cri t ica l  read ing in ways that  meet  
the ir  needs as  a learner 

• Active ly  choos ing a  peer read ing partner  for  a given  
purpose 

 Attitude  
Relationships: 
The relat ionship 
learners have 
with bel iefs, 
ideas or 
perspectives of 
being a learner.  

Learners wil l  have the opportunity to explore WHO 
they are as learners by… 
• Be ing encouraged to  exp lore and not ice the v is ib le 

and h idden  ideas in tex ts  and ref lect on how these 
ideas f i t  wi th them persona l ly .   

• Be ing a l lowed to ref lect  on  how ideas in a  book or  
tex t  feel  for  them .  

• Hav ing thei r  ideas and perspect ives  va lued  
 Skil ls  

Processes and 
strategies: Skil ls 
and strategies 
that support 
learners to 
engage in the 
learning 
process.  

Learners wil l  know HOW to… 
• Th ink cri t ica l ly  about  i s sues - ident i fy ing key ideas and 

perspect ives  

• Cri t ique not  cr i t ic ize  through  quest ion ing,  ref lect ing 
and cons ider ing perspect ives  

• Make persona l ,  loca l  and w ider connect ions w ith tex ts  

• Ident ify  key ideas us ing evidence from a tex t 
 Knowledge  

Knowledge and 
facts: Details, 
facts and 
knowledge 
about a topic or 
process.  
 
 

Learners wil l  KNOW … 
• The di f ferent  ways of  f ind ing v i s ib le  and h idden ideas 

in a  text  

• Technica l vocabulary to d i scuss  and share ideas abou t 
needs and wants  

• The di f ference between a need and want  

• That  authors ’  and i l lus t rators ’  ideas and perspect ives  
can inf luence a text  

 Understanding 
Concepts and 
enduring 
understandings: 
Supporting 
learners’ 
meaning making 
and enabling 
learning to 
become 
portable in 
problem solving 
situations.  

Learners wil l  be develop an UNDERSTANDING 
about… 
• Cri t ica l  read ing o f a tex t can help readers  d i scover 

th ings about  themse lves  and others 

• Readers  are not pass ive in  the read ing and 
unders tanding p rocess 

• See t i t le  page for  more subject spec i f ic  conceptual  
unders tandings  
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Being a cr it ical reader means looking at the parts and ideas we can see 
represented in a text so that readers can build conceptual 
understandings. Crit ical reading is thinking about the parts or ideas that 
are hidden. It is  about wondering why, wondering about what is and isn’t 
visible in a text. It is being aware that authors’  and i l lustrators ’ beliefs 
and perspectives inf luence texts.  
Crit ical thinking is about finding ways of solving problems by making 
connections and being thoughtful of al l the seen and hidden ideas.  
Crit ical thinking can help us take act ion in ways that are respectful of 
our own self and others.  
 
Teachers may want to consider and reflect on the fol lowing points in 
order to ref lect on their own posit ions and beliefs related to this topic. 
Do you agree, disagree, see complexit ies or alternative perspect ives 
connected to these points? 
 

• A person’s power and agency are influenced by different circumstances 
 

• Ability to access power or agency impacts on a person ability to make choice 
to meet their needs or get what they want. 
 

• All living things have physical needs 

 

• Animals (including humans) have physical, psychological and emotional needs 

 

• Needs are items or services or actions that living things must have to live 
 

• People have different points of view about what is a need and what is a want 
 

• People make different choices to meet their needs and wants 
 

• Wants are items or services or actions people would like to have but can live 
without 

 

CRITCAL READING: Book Chats 
 

Needs and Wants  
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About the cards I n q u i r y  f o c u s  h e a d i n g  
a n d  p i c t u r e  p r o m p t  

S y m b o l  f o r  c o n c e p t u a l  t h i n k i n g :  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  
t h e  b l u e  c a r d s  w i t h  t h i s  s y m b o l  a r e  a i m e d  a t  
s u p p o r t i n g  r e a d e r s  t o  u s e  i d e a s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i n  t h e  b o o k s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t i m e l e s s ,  g l o b a l  i d e a s .  

C o n c e p t  q u e s t i o n :  B a s e d  o n  
o n e  o f  t h e  P Y P  k e y  c o n c e p t s  

I n q u i r y  f o c u s  h e a d i n g  
a n d  p i c t u r e  p r o m p t  

T h e  h a t s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m u l t i p l e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  
p e o p l e  m i g h t  h a v e  a b o u t  a  g i v e n  t o p i c .   T h e  
q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  o r a n g e  c a r d s  a r e  a i m e d  a t  
s u p p o r t i n g  r e a d e r s  t o  e x p l o r e  a t t i t u d e s  o r  f e e l i n g s  
c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  t e x t .   
 

A t t i t u d e  q u e s t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  
h e l p  r e a d e r s  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  
o w n  o r  o t h e r s  a t t i t u d e s .  
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I n q u i r y  f o c u s  h e a d i n g  
a n d  p i c t u r e  p r o m p t  

S y m b o l  f o r  t h i n k  a n d  a c t :  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  
g r e e n  c a r d s  w i t h  t h i s  s y m b o l  a r e  a i m e d  e n c o u r a g i n g  
t h e  r e a d e r s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  c a n  u s e  i d e a s  
i n  t h e  t e x t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n .  

Q u e s t i o n  a i m e d  a t  
d e v e l o p i n g  a c t i o n -
t a k i n g  i d e a s  

I n q u i r y  f o c u s  h e a d i n g  
a n d  p i c t u r e  p r o m p t  

S y m b o l  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r  l e v e l  i n  c r i t i c a l  
l i t e r a c y :  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  p u r p l e  c a r d s  
w i t h  t h i s  s y m b o l  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  h a v i n g  t h e  
r e a d e r  l o o k  f o r  i m p l i e d  o r  h i d d e n  i d e a s  i n  a  
t e x t .   
 

C r i t i c a l  
L i t e r a c y  
R e s e a r c h e r  
q u e s t i o n   



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b ec onw i z .c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

Who decides want a need or want is?  
How might this decision impact on different 
l iv ing things? 

What are needs or wants? 

What ideas about needs and wants were 
explored in the text?  



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b ec onw i z .c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

How are needs and wants connected to 
choice and agency? 

What responsibi l it ies do people have when it 
comes to meeting needs and getting what is 
wanted? 

How might people know what a need or want 
is? Or why something has been named a 
need or a want? 



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

What did reading this book have you thinking 
about the choices people made in 
connection to becoming independent?   

What did empathy look l ike in this text? 
 

How might reading this book have you 
thinking about being a risk taker? 



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

How might reading this book affect the way 
you appreciate people’s understanding of 
needs and wants? 

 

What did integrity look l ike in this text? 
 

What att itudes do you think the author 
valued when writ ing this text?  



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  bec onw iz . co m 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

How might reading this book impact on the 
choices you make when deciding what you 
want or need? 

How could the ideas in this text help you 
identify or think about needs and wants? 
 

What choices might you have made if you 
were the character? Why? 
 



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  bec onw iz . co m 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

After reading this book, what ideas for action 
taking do you have?  

How can authors use real l ife experiences to 
innovate and create interesting texts? 

What ways of defining or deciding what a 
need or a want might be are suggested in 
this text?  



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

What perspectives about needs and wants 
are explored in this text? 
 

How have your own experiences informed 
the ideas you have about needs and wants?  
               What do you think informed this  
                author’s ideas? 

What ideas from this text, about deciding 
what a need or want is ,  do I not agree with?  
 



	

	

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

C RIT IC A L  L IT ERA C Y BOO K C H AT S ©  2 0 17  b eco nw iz . c om 

As you read the book think about… 

	

I think the ideas about needs and wants in 
this text are important because. . . 
 

What do you think the big idea about needs 
and wants is in this text? 

What is a different message that a text l ike 
this could share about needs and wants? 
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Ideas  for  text s  connected to  th i s  i nqui ry  top ic  
 
Needs  and Want s  

§ “Uno ’ s  garde n ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t r a ted  b y  Gr aeme Base   
 

§ “M i r ro r ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Jeann ie  Baker  
 

§ “One  Sma l l  I s l an d ”  Wr i t t en  b y  A l i so n  Le s te r ;  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Co ra l  
Tu l l o ch  
 

§ “ L i s t en  To  Th e  W in d  ”  Wr i t t en  & I l l u s t r a ted  b y  S us an  L .  R o th  
 

§ “ Two Par ro t s ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Ra s h i n  
 

§ “ I t ’ s  M in e ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Leo  L io nn i  
 

§ “ The  L or ax ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Dr  Su es s  
 

 
 
 

 
Recyc l ing  or  Re invent ing  

§ “Jo seph  Had  A  L i t t l e  Over coa t ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  S i mms  Tab ack  
 

§ “The  To mor ro w Bo ok ”  Wr i t t en  b y  Jack i e  F r ench ;  I l l u s t r a ted  b y  Su e  
Degen nar o 
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Ideas  for  text s  connected to  th i s  i nqui ry  top ic  
 
Empathy ,  R i sk  Taker ,  In tegr i ty  

§ “ The  R ed  P ian o ”  Wr i t t en  b y  And ré  Leb lanc ;  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Bar ro ux  
 

§ “A  bu s  ca l l ed  Heaven ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Bo b  Grah am 
 

§ “ Tang lewoo d ”  Wr i t t en  b y  M argr e t  W i ld ;  I l l u s t ra ted  by  V iv ienn e  
Go odman  

 
 

 
 
Cho ice ,  Agency and  Respons ib i l i ty  

§ “Out  O f  The  Egg ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  T i n a  M a t t hews  
 

§ “Mar v i n  Wanted  Mo re ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Jos eph  Th eob a ld  
 

§ “The  Ea r t h  Bo ok ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  To dd  P arr  
 

§ “Thr ee  l i t t l e  wo lv e s  and  t he  b i g  b ad  p ig ”  Wr i t t en  b y  E ugen e  T r i v i z a s  &  
I l l u s t r a ted  by  He len  Oxen bur y  
 

§ “Me  and  You ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Antho ny  B ro wn 
 

§ “ The  Water ho le ”  Wr i t t en  &  I l l u s t ra ted  by  Gra eme  Bas e  
 

§ “One  Hen ”  Wr i t t en  b y  K a te  S mi t h  M i l way ;  I l l u s t ra ted  b y  Euge n ie  
Fe r nan des  

 
§ “ The  Water  P r i nces s ”  Wr i t t en  b y  S us an  Verd e ;  I l l u s t ra ted  b y pe ter  H  

Re yn o l d s  
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